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County Agent’s Notes:

June 5, 2000

Farmer’s Market Coming Soon:
Starting in the summer of 1994, the Extension Service has either sponsored or helped
sponsor a Farmer’s Market. The success of the Market has varied greatly with the availability of
vegetables to be sold, and with the level of interest among both growers and potential customers.
The market has taken several forms, and we have located it at several sites in an effort to find the
most convenient place for both sellers and buyers. Without a doubt the best location we have
tried has been the Court Square, because this is apex of all activities in Kosciusko and the most
logical place for the market. Since the early days, the Square has been the meeting place for
buyers and sellers of all kinds, and it therefore follows that this is the right place.
Farmer’s Markets in many places are strictly regimented, requiring farmers to set up at
certain times and conduct business under a rigid set of rules. In these markets, most of the
growers are commercial farmers, but in our case growers are home gardeners who are simply
selling their extra produce. These people are involved with other activities, and cannot always
adhere to a procedure, so we allow them to set up as early as they can on market days and try to
be gone before things get hectic with other activities on the Square.
Market days will again be Tuesdays and Fridays, but you may find growers selling on
other days as they have the time to harvest and come to Kosciusko. I am sure you would rather
they sell the freshest produce possible, and this is really the only way to do it since none of these
folks have cold storage facilities. You may even find growers arriving as late as 8:30 or 9:00

because they are harvesting prior to that time. You have to realize that we are dealing with
people who do most of their own work, and it takes time for them to do it.
I expect the Farmer’s Market to start gradually, beginning with things like squash,
cabbage, new potatoes, and other early-season items; but within two to three weeks we will start
having tomatoes, peas, string beans, butter beans, corn, okra, peppers, and other summer
favorites. We invite you to be a part of the Farmer’s Market, either as a buyer or as a seller;
either way it’s a lot of fun.
We will not suggest prices; this is between the two parties to the transaction. However,
we ask that an atmosphere of respect be maintained by all. If the farmer next to you seems to be
selling too cheap, either buy him out or allow him to sell out quickly so the next buyers will
come your way. As always, we ask that no canned goods be sold at the market; only fresh items
please, and we would prefer that the items you bring be locally grown. Home-grown items from
surrounding counties are welcome at the market.
With our good fortune in getting rain last weekend, prospects are very good for
vegetables, and quality should be excellent. I will keep you posted in this column on the
progress of the market, but if you are in Kosciusko early in the mornings, take a turn around the
Square; our farmers will be on the west side of the Court House in the shade.
While I’m on the subject of vegetables, let me mention a couple of things you may need
soon. First, for the problem of tomato hornworms which can ruin your beautiful plants, I suggest
you use on of the Bt products like Thuracide or Dipel. These materials are organic pest control
products, and do not contain chemical materials; you can safely use fruit anytime you want
whereas with other products a waiting period may be called for on the label. These products also
do an excellent job of preventing earworms from ruining your roasting ears. Just treat the silks

of each ear and the job is done. Mix and apply these products, or any others for that matter,
according to the directions on the product label.
For squash that seem to wilt overnight and start to die, chances are that squash vine
borers are attacking. Carefully treat the area immediately around the stem with five percent
Sevin dust, or other products like Thiodan, or permethrin dusts. We cannot revive those plants
which have already been affected, but this should prevent further damage from this pest.
You may soon start seeing the lower leaves of your tomato plants begin to turn yellow
and brown with the disease we call “early blight”. When you see this treat the plants with a
fungicide containing chlorthalonil such as Daconil or Bravo. Another thing is blossom-end rot;
for this sidedress plants with calcium nitrate fertilizer and water carefully, not getting them too
wet or allowing them to wilt.
The rain we have received will lessen our challenges from both insects and diseases; let’s
hope and pray we continue to get adequate moisture. Much of the state has not been nearly as
fortunate as we.

